
 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

 
Prof. Wilson K. Tarpeh 

Minister of Commerce & Industry 
Republic of Liberia 

 

March 8th, 2019 

1 

IMPORT AND EXPORT PERMITS: 
RELEVANCE, PROCEDURE, TIME AND COST 



The IPD/EPD system and its history 
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 Import Permit Declarations (IPDs) and Export Permit 
Declarations (EPDs) are administrative documents 
required to clear the import of restricted goods. 

 In 1985 Liberia entered a crisis caused by the inability 
of the country to service its debt, and a running 
budget deficit.  

 At that time, imports of any kind were appearing on 
the market, leaving the Government incapable of 
regulating goods imported into the country. 
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 As a result of these challenges, three tools emerged: 

◦ 1. Export Surrender Scheme: Exporters were to 
surrender 25% of their export earnings for the 
country to be able to service its debt and support 
imports. 

◦ 2.  Export Permits: To ensure adequate monitoring 
of the scheme, exports permits were delivered to 
track the amount of USD to be surrendered. 

◦ 3. Import Permits: To ensure efficient use of this 
foreign exchange gained, essential imports were 
prioritized through import permits. 
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 The IPD/EPD system is a regulatory tool for collection 
and allocation of scarce foreign exchange. It is a 
monetary policy tool. 

 The relevance of IPDs/EPDs can only be questioned by 
answering the following two questions: 

◦ Is there a lack of foreign exchange in the country?  

 Yes: EPDs are necessary. 

◦ Does scare foreign exchange need to be carefully 
allocated to the essential needs of the economy? 

 Yes: IPDs are necessary. 
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1. Applicants present identification along with proforma invoice 
and a blank IPD form is issued.  

2. Importer returns with filled IPD form and submits it to the 
Customer Service Center (CSC) for analysis and onward 
transmission for approvals. 

3. PSI approved IPD is returned to the CSC for dispatch to the 
importer or representative (broker, staff, etc). 

4. Importer takes PSI approved IPD to BIVAC for reference number 
for inspections overseas of destination inspection (DI). 

5. Importer takes PSI approved IPD with Clean Report of Findings 
(CRF) or Destination Inspection (DI) authorization from BIVAC 
to MoCI for final approval for Customs and Port clearances. 
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 Cost: Applications are free of charge. 

 Time:  

◦ One year ago, IPDs could take 640 to 720 hours to 
be processed. 

◦ Since then, the processing time has been 
significantly reduced. Now, IPDs are usually 
approved 24 hours at most after application is 
submitted. 
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Recent innovations in the IPD/EPD procedure 
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 Under the past administration, the IPD/EPD system 
faced a transparency issue, notably with brokers 
stalling clients by not picking up IPDs. 

 To deal with these issues, the MoCI modernized and 
streamlined the IPD/EPD process. 

 Now, brokers and applicants can track their permit 
application status online and brokers receive a text 
message the instant their IPD is approved for pick up. 
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 MoCI staff enter IPD/EPD tracking data in real time: 
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 On MoCI website, the public can now track any IPD progress: 
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 Available only to Customer Service Center staff at MoCI, the back 
office of the IPD/EPD system allows to track performance: 
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 Available only to Customer Service Center staff at MoCI, the back 
office of the IPD/EPD system allows to track performance: 
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 The revamping of the IPD process is the first step 
towards a fully integrated import and export 
administrative system, the Single Window. 

 Requests for Proposals (RFPs) for the Single Window 
bidding have gone out and the process is expected to 
be completed by next month. 

 This is a crucial measure in ensuring Liberia conforms 
to WTO commitments, but also increases the ease and 
transparency of doing business, thereby attracting 
future investments for crucial foreign exchange. 
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